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674. The steady decrease which was apparent during the Number 
years 1884, 1885 and 1886 in the number convicted who™ador° 
could neither read or write has ceased, as in 1886 the pro- wnte" 
portion of these to the total number was 9-60 per cent., but in 
1887 it rose to 15-24 per cent., and in 1888 to 14-81 per cent. 
I t is very probable that increased care in supplying particulars 
is the real cause of this increase. As regards ages, the pro
portions of those convicted were as follows :— 

Uunder 16 years 
16 years and under 21 . 
21 years and under 40. 
40 years and over 

1886. 1887. 1888. 

Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 

1 1 0 0 12 84 1 6 0 6 
1 6 6 4 . 1 6 7 8 18 55 
5 0 6 6 48 93 4 6 2 2 
17 92 18 26 13 69 

The above figures would seem to indicate an increase in Criminals 
youthful depravity which is not encouraging, more especially u n d e r 16-

as the increase is corroborated by the figures for 1884 and 
1885, which were 10-13 per cent, and 10-24 per cent, resp'ecti-


